
MINUTES of the MEETING of 
GRAEMSAY, HOY and WALLS 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL held at 
NORTH WALLS SCHOOL on FRIDAY 
16th MARCH 2012 at 6:45p.m.

Present: I Mathieson (Chair), M Groat, M Webster, S Thomas and M Thomson

In Attendance:  Councillor J Stockan
Councillor I Johnstone  
J Traynor, Community Development Officer
Mrs T Avis, Clerk

1. APOLOGIES     

RESOLVED to note that apologies for absence had been intimated on behalf of R Sinclair 
and N Mowat.

I Mathieson noted that as it was the last meeting before the Elections she would like to 
extend her thanks to both Cllr J Stockan and Cllr I Johnstone, the Community Council 
members and the Clerk.
 
2. ADOPTION     OF     MINUTES  

(a) General   M  eeting     of   20  th   January 2012  

The minutes of the general meeting of 20th January 2012 were approved, being proposed by 
M Groat and seconded by S Thomas.

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING OF 20  th   JANUARY 2012  

(a) Orkney Islands Council – Road element of Lyness tidy up  

After consideration of correspondence from Orkney Islands Council regarding road element 
of Lyness tidy up, members noted that the condition was still very poor particularly after the 
winter rain, and it was:-

RESOLVED to monitor the situation over the summer.

(b) Orkney Islands Council – Roads – Regular Schedule for Surveys  

After consideration of correspondence from Orkney Islands Council regarding regular 
schedule for surveys, it was:-

RESOLVED to note the contents of correspondence.

(c) Orkney Islands Council – Update on Construction Close to Road Edge  

After consideration of correspondence from Orkney Islands Council regarding update on 
construction close to road edge it was:-

RESOLVED to note the contents of correspondence.



(d) Orkney Islands Council – Planning Application  

After consideration of correspondence from Orkney Islands Council regarding the planning 
application, the Clerk read out an email from the Island of Hoy Development Trust, Turbine 
Officer.  S Thomas suggested that the Community Council reiterate what had previously 
been decided and it was:-

RESOLVED to write to the Liaison Office to reiterate their objections.

(e) Orkney Islands Council – Inter Isles Air and Ferry Services Consultative   
Committee   and Winter Timetables  

After consideration of correspondence from Orkney Islands Council regarding the inter isles 
air and ferry services consultative committee and winter 2012 timetables, S Thomas noted 
that the Graemsay community were happy with the suggestion that brings the ferry time 
forward 15 minutes which saves that time for the school children attending Stromness 
academy.  S Thomas however noted that for winter 2012 people could no longer phone 
S Mowat direct for an “on request” call at Graemsay but would have to phone the Kirkwall 
office and Graemsay community saw that this could cause problems and would mean loss of 
flexibility of the service.  Cllr J Stockan asked if there was any way possible to signal the 
boat from the pier end at Graemsay so boat crew would see that someone needed to be 
picked up, M Thomson said he would take the suggestion and concerns to the next Inter 
Isles consultative meeting.  M Groat noted that the Hoy Head timetable had seen the 13:20 
ferry moved back to 13:15 and queried if this would affect the bus, however, it was confirmed 
that the bus would still meet with the new departure time.  S Thomas also asked if there was 
any news of the Ferry fare review consultation, Cllr J Stockan was able to confirm that 
Transportation Services would be issuing a new document with 3 new options for 
consideration, and it was:-
 

RESOLVED:- 

i. that the Transport representative, M Thomson take the above concerns and 
suggestions to the Ferry Services consultative committee; and 

ii. that the Clerk write to Democratic Services to highlight the concerns and 
suggestions.

2



(f) Kirkyard issues – Verbal update  

The Clerk reported the following points regarding kirkyards:-

• So far no one had tendered for Osmandwall kirkyard, however the person who had 
taken the contract may be willing to do so again but suggested that if they were not 
then private firms should be approached and when some quotes received the 
kirkyard sub-committee should reconvene.

• The rear gate at St Johns and Hoy kirkyard gates were to be replaced with 
galvanised material, they should be in place in the next few weeks.

• M Thomson had reported an issue with a recent burial plot at the Hoy Kirkyard which 
had now been rectified.

• Quotes had been received for the transport and maintenance of the walk behind 
mowers at Hoy, St Johns and Osmandwall.

I Mathieson noted that there had been some subsidence at the Graemsay kirkyard, and it 
was:-

RESOLVED that:- 

i. The Clerk to advertise Osmandwall kirkyard grass cutting;

ii. The Clerk to arrange maintenance of walk behind mowers; and

iii. To write to Democratic Services regarding the subsidence in the Graemsay kirkyard.

4. CORRESPONDENCE  

(a) Dunoon Gourock Ferry Action Group – Scottish Ferry Services  

After consideration of correspondence from Dunoon Gourock Ferry Action Group members 
noted that the Community Council had already responded to the Scottish Government 
consultation, and it was:-

RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence.

(b) Orkney Islands Council – Bag the Bruck 2012   

After consideration of correspondence received from Orkney Islands Council regarding Bag 
the Bruck 2012 it was:-

RESOLVED to note advertise the scheme as in previous years.

(c) South Isles Ranger – Public Phone Boxes  

After consideration of correspondence from South Isles Ranger regarding the telephone 
boxes M Thomson noted that the one at Lyness pier was no longer accessible in the waiting 
room, Cllr I Johnstone noted that if boxes were there they should be working, and it was:-

RESOLVED to write to BT to highlight the issues with phone boxes that were not working 
and to Marine Services regarding the one in the waiting room at Lyness.
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(d) Dr T Trickett MBE, Lord Lieutenant of Orkney – Diamond Jubilee Beacons   

After consideration of correspondence from Dr T Trickett MBE, Lord Lieutenant of Orkney, 
regarding Diamond Jubilee beacons, members discussed the location of a beacon. M Groat 
noted that Dr Trickett had suggested Wee Fea as it was accessible to cars.  Cllr J Stockan 
noted that this would be a unique event.  M Thomson volunteered to take wood for the 
beacon and it was:-

RESOLVED that the event be advertised as a Community Bonfire with folk being asked to 
bring their own food. M Thomson will take wood for the Beacon.

(e) Big Lottery Fund – Coastal Communities Fund  

After consideration of correspondence from Big Lottery Fund regarding the Coastal 
communities’ fund, it was:-

RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence.

(f) Member of the Public – Hoy Head Lengthening  

After consideration of correspondence from a member of the public regarding lengthening of 
the Hoy Head, Cllr J Stockan noted that this was currently the best solution and it was:-

RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence.

(g) Orkney Ferries Ltd – Statistical Reports January and February   

After consideration of correspondence from Orkney Ferries Ltd regarding statistical reports, 
Members discussed that the figures still didn't make sense. The Clerk confirmed there had 
been no response from Orkney Ferries on how they came to their figures, and it was:-

RESOLVED to write to Democratic Services regarding these issues.

(h) University of Highlands and Islands – Historic Plaques  

After consideration of correspondence from University of Highlands and Islands regarding 
Historic plaques, members agreed that the only blue plaque on the island was at the Lyness 
waiting room, and it was:-

RESOLVED to write to confirm the location of the plaque.
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(i) Island of Hoy Development Trust – Development Plan 2011/2012   

After consideration of correspondence from the Island of Hoy Development Trust regarding 
the Development Plan 2011/2012, J Traynor CDO said that the plan was to be updated 
annually so if there was anything the Community Council would like to amend, add, etc, to 
please let her know.  M Thomson asked for more details regarding the community bus 
service, J Traynor outlined the following:

• 2 buses were on order and should be on the island within 6 weeks

• Plans had been submitted to build garages at the YM Longhope

• 2 bus drivers to be employed
• The aim was not to replace any current service on the island but to enhance them. 

The service would run links to the first and last boat and possibly the 2:15pm one

• Buses had been purchased via lottery money

• The scheme had been developed following feedback from the community 

• The Development Trust were basing usage on 100 return trips per week
• Buses would be hybrid based i.e. electric\diesel

M Thomson also asked if the Development Trust were planning a cafe at the YM.  J Traynor 
confirmed that this was being planned as another idea requested by the community and that 
the money for upgrading the YM was coming from LEADER. Members discussed the above 
regarding how much was actually known about these things in the community and how the 
spend was decided upon. J Traynor confirmed that the Development Trust had a number of 
sub-committees working on several projects, all of which were on their website; also minutes 
of the meetings.  Members discussed the communication between the Community Council 
and the Development Trust, M Groat said it was good that J Traynor was now regularly 
attending meetings but maybe minutes of meetings should be copied to each organisation 
and it was:-

RESOLVED that:-

i. that adopted minutes of the Community Council be forwarded to J Traynor to distribute to 
the Development Trust; and

ii. to request that minutes from Development Trust be forwarded to the Community Council 
for inclusion with future Community Council agendas.

5. CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS - NONE  

6. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  

(a) General     Finance  

After consideration of the Community Council's financial statement, it was:-

RESOLVED to note the balance of funds available, as at 1st March of £6,068.20

5



(b) Community Council Grant Scheme (CCGS)  

After consideration of the Community Council's grant scheme statement, the Clerk informed 
members that all grants that could be cleared had been cleared apart from the one from 
North Walls Centre. 

M Groat declared an interest and left the meeting.

The Clerk explained that because the Youth Club had only met on a few occasion this year, 
only approximately £350 of the £800 had been used and she asked members if they wished 
to carry the grant forward to the new financial year.  Members discussed and agreed.

M Groat returned to the meeting at this point. 

The Clerk confirmed that the aggregate transport grant was still available and quotes etc had 
been received, and it was:-

RESOLVED to order aggregate, advertise and then recharge for the cost of aggregate as in 
previous year, to apply for assistance towards the costs from CCGS and to carry forward the 
remainder of the grant to the Youth Club into the new financial year. 

(c) Community Development Fund  

After consideration of the Community Development Fund, it was:-

RESOLVED to note the details.

(d) Seedcorn Funding  

After consideration of Seedcorn Funding, it was:-

RESOLVED to note the details. 

7. REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE   

a) Orkney Folk Festival  

After consideration of an application from Orkney Folk Festival, M Groat enquired if there 
was to be a concert on the island. Cllr J Stockan said there was to be one at the Hoy Kirk, 
and it was:-

RESOLVED that a donation of £150 be made to Orkney Folk Festival, this was proposed by 
M Groat and seconded by S Thomas.
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b) Flotta, Hoy and Walls Parish Football Team  

M Thomson declared an interest and left the meeting.

After consideration of an application from Flotta, Hoy and Walls parish football team 
members decided to defer the application until the finance meeting when the team could 
apply with the relevant documentation. M Webster also noted that the designated pitch was 
the landing site of the emergency air ambulance and the siting of the goalposts may be an 
issue.  M Groat said that Scottish Ambulance Service should be aware that if it is a playing 
field then it may be used as a playing field, and it was:-

RESOLVED to defer the application and M Webster to inform Scottish Ambulance Service 
regarding the goalposts.

M Thomson returned to the meeting at this point. 

c) South Isles Ranger  

After consideration of an application from the South Isles Ranger, M Groat queried why this 
application had come from the Ranger rather than the Development Trust.  J Traynor said 
that the Ranger had to find their own funding and, after a further discussion, members 
agreed to defer the application and it was:-

RESOLVED to defer the application and ask for the relevant documents.

8. PUBLICATIONS - None  

9. AOCB  

Due to the confidential nature of item 9 (a) it was agreed that it should be held in Committee. 

(b) Blide Trust  

After consideration of correspondence from the Blide Trust it was:-

RESOLVED to defer to the next meeting.

(c) Scapa Flow Landscape Partnership Scheme (SFLPS) - Update  

The Clerk read out an email from SFLPS and members welcomed that there may possibly 
be funding for a leaflet on the Cantick peninsula, and it was:-

RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence.

(d) Update from D Lee, Orkney Research Centre for Archaeology (ORCA)  

Members noted the update with reference to the previous item and it was:

RESOLVED to note the contents of the correspondence.
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(e) Business Plan  

The Clerk read out a business plan for a mobile snack bar for Hoy and Walls, the email had 
asked the Community Council for a letter of support as the business plan was being put 
forward to the Business Gateway.  Members agreed with this and discussed if any funding 
was requested than a complete business plan would need to be submitted, and it was:-

RESOLVED to write to the correspondent a letter of general support for the idea.

(f) Hoy Pier Parking  

M Thomson reported to members that parking at Hoy pier was becoming more and more 
difficult and it had been suggested that a further area of land be purchased to increase 
parking area and also to upgrade the current area of car park, and it was:-

RESOLVED to write to Democratic Services to highlight the parking issues at Hoy Pier.

(g) Hoy Pier  

M Thomson reported that since the MV Graemsay was lengthened there were occasions 
when the boat could not get to the steps and on occasions it meant that folk had to climb 
metal ladders to get off the boat. Cllr J Stockan noted that this was an issue that could be 
raised in the Scottish Government ferry consultation.  Members discussed this and 
Cllr I Johnstone felt it was something that should be flagged up now, and it was:-

RESOLVED to write to Democratic Services to highlight members’ concerns.

10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

After consideration of a date for the next meeting, it was:-

RESOLVED that the date for the next meeting would be Friday 4th May 2012.

11. CONCLUSION OF MEETING  

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting concluded at 9:30p.m.
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